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Conference of SLBC Conveners - Inclusive Finance 
and Sustainable Development : Evolving Role of 
SLBC's in the Age of Technology and Innovation 

The College organised a Conference of the 

Convenors of State Level Bankers Committees 

(SLBCs) during December 19-20, 2022 on its 

campus. The theme of the Conference "Inclusive 

Finance & Sustainable Development: Evolving 

Role of SLBCs in the Age of Technology and 

Innovation" focused on the role of SLBCs in 

Inclusive Finance, Sustainable Development and 

strategies for enhancing the effectiveness of Lead 

Bank Scheme (LBS) which has been in existence for 

more than five decades now. The event presented an 

opportunity to deliberate on the key issues and 

challenges faced by SLBCs. The speakers included 

top executives from the Reserve Bank of India, 

NABARD and commercial banks. The following is 

a summary of the deliberations and key take aways. 

Inaugural Address: 

The Conference was inaugurated by Shri V G 

Sekar, Chief General Manager and Principal. In his 

inaugural address, the Principal highlighted the 

importance of SLBC, being the apex-level forum at 

the state level for inclusive development. He 

exhorted the importance of the conference in light 

of evolving Financial Inclusion (FI) landscape 

wherein, the FI initiatives now focus on enhancing 

the usage of technology and innovation to converge 

skill development programmes and livelihood & 

income generation activities with sustainable 

development. He also stressed upon SLBCs to 

undertake active efforts for translation of 

technology achievements under 'Access' to the 

outcomes under 'Usage' for sustainable 

development-focused FL 

<<<< 

Keynote Address : Catalyzing Inclusive Growth 

- Role of Lead Bank Scheme: Assessment &

Prospects

Shri Anil Kumar Sharma, Executive Director, 

RBI, in his Keynote Address, traced the evolution 

of the Lead bank Scheme (LBS) in the context of 

recommendations of various committees to 

enhance the flow of institutional credit to 

agriculture and rural segments. He discussed the 

scope and responsibilities of SLBC and LBS, which 

are chiefly to review the availability of credit and 

skill development in the region. Coordination 

among various stakeholders of SLBCs is the prime 

responsibility of the Convenor banks, as it ensures 

unhindered availability and effective utilisation of 

credit within the state. He also discussed the 

performance of SLBCs and LBS vis-a-vis the 

mandate, particularly, in terms of augmenting the 

flow of institutional credit, especially to Agriculture 

and MSME. Discussing the Financial Inclusion 

initiatives of RBI, he analysed the achievements 

under National Strategy for Financial Inclusion w.r.t 

various time lines. Various initiatives of RBI 

undertaken to strengthen the 'Access', 'Usage' and 

'Quality 'of financial services were also discussed in 

detail. He highlighted the challenges and prospects 

for SLBCs in addressing the lack of financial 

knowledge and awareness. He also presented a 

glimpse of the future of LBS and SLBCs under 

consideration by RBI. 

SessionI-

Strategies and Innovations for Inclusive 

Growth: Challenges & Way forward for SLBC 

Shri A B Vijayakumar, Executive Director, 
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