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COMPREHENSIVE PASSAGE (ENGLISH LANGUAGE)

Q.1-2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the given question.

Q1.

Q.2.

Badal and Rajmal lived side by side and had their shops in a busy market place. Although his goods sold quickly
Rajmal made just enough to sustain himself and his family as he often allowed the needy to buy goods and pay
for them later. One day Rajmal decided to go on a pilgrimage with his family. However he did not want to take
the little money he had accumulated with him. “There may be thieves along the way. | shall also need some
money to get my business running again when | return. | think | should leave my savings with Badal. He is a rich
man so | can trust him.” Rajmal went to Badal and requested him to keep his savings safely. Badal assured him
that he would guard the savings with his life till Rajmal’s return.

Six months later when Rajmal returned he went to Badal with some sweets and began to talk about the trip.
Badal said, “I have no time to listen to your story now, | am too busy.” “All right | will come another day but give
me the savings | entrusted to you.” “You gave me no money”, Badal shouted “if you want me to pay for the
sweets you bought, | will, but you did not leave any money with me.” A small crowd gathered around. They knew
Rajmal to be an honest person and he was well liked. On the other hand, he had just returned from his trip and
may be being embarrassed to borrow money, he was trying to get money through this means. Unable to decide
whom to believe, both men were taken before the king. He listened to everyone, one by one and then closed his
eyes and pondered deeply. “Who else was with you when you handed over your savings ?”, he asked Rajmal.
“No one Sir’, Rajmal replied. “But you must produce a witness” the king insisted. “There was no one there except
a few parrots”, Rajmal said in despair. “Then bring a parrot to me. One of my courtiers can understand their
language. We shall learn the truth.” Rajmal left to bring back a parrot. The crowd began to mutter. “How can
anyone understand the language of a parrot ?” But the king began to speak to Badal, “Rajmal is taking a long
time to return”, “Oh, he will take at least two hours each way although | am sure he has run away”, was Badal's
reply. The king said nothing. Five hours later Rajmal arrived in tears having been unable to capture a single
parrot. The king however ordered his guards to imprison Badal, “How could you have known how long it would
take him to return if you did not know the spot where Rajmal had entrusted the money to you ? You will return
your friend’s money at once !” Rajmal bowed and praised the king for his wisdom.

Why was Rajmal not wealthy ?

(1) He could not sell many of his goods since they were of inferior quality.
(2) The price of his goods was too high for the poor to afford.

(3) He spent all his money buying his family expensive gifts.

(4) He allowed poor customers to pay him when they could afford to.

(5) He spent most of his money on going for pilgrimages.

Which of the following can be said about Badal ?

(1) He was a true friend to Rajmal.

(2) He was greedy but poor.

(3) He had a poor memory and forgot that Rajmal had left his savings with him.
(4) He did not like sweets.

(5) He was a shopkeeper.
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