Appendix 2

1. Calculation of risk-weighted assets using the LTA

Consider a fund that replicates an equity index. Moreover, assume the following:
e Bank uses the Standardised Approach for credit risk (SACCR or CEM as
applicable) when calculating its capital requirements;
e Bank owns 20% of the shares of the fund;
e The fund holds short term (less than one year) forward contracts that are cleared
through a qualifying central counterparty (with a notional amount of ¥100); and
e The fund presents the following balance sheet:

Assets

Cash % 20

Government bonds (AAA rated) % 30

Variation margin receivable — forward contracts % 50

Liabilities
Notes payable X 5

Equity
Shares ¥ 95

Balance sheet exposures of 100 shall be risk weighted according to the risk weights
applied for cash (RW=0%), government bonds (RW=0%), and centrally-cleared equity
forward positions (RW=2%). The underlying risk weight for equity exposures
(RW=250%) is applied to the notional amount of the forward contracts and there is a
charge for counterparty credit risk. There is no CVA charge assessed since the forward
contracts are cleared through a central counterparty.

The leverage of the fund is 100/95=1.05.

Therefore, the risk-weighted assets for the bank’s equity investment in the fund are
calculated as follows:

Avg RW fund * Leverage * Equity investment =

(RWAcash_+ RW Abonds_+ RW Aunderlying_+ RWAforward + RWAccr) * Leverage * Equity
investment =

Total Assetsfund

((R20*0% + X30*0% +X100*250% + X50*2% +I100*6%*2%)/100) * 1.05 * (20%*95)
%50.10
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2. Calculation of risk-weighted assets using the MBA

Consider a fund with assets of 2100, where it is stated in the mandate that the fund
replicates an equity index. In addition to being permitted to invest its assets in either
cash or equities, the mandate allows the fund to take long positions in equity index
futures up to a maximum nominal amount equivalent to the size of the fund’s balance
sheet (2100). This means that the total on balance sheet and off balance sheet
exposures of the fund can reach %200. Consider also that a maximum financial
leverage of 1.1 applies according to the mandate. The bank holds 20% of the shares
of the fund, which represents an investment of ¥18.18.

First, the on-balance sheet exposures of 2100 shall be risk weighted according to
the risk weights applied for equity exposures (RW=250%), ie RWAon-balance = 100 *
250% = %250.

Second, we assume that the fund has exhausted its limit on derivative positions, ie
%100 notional amount, which would be weighted with the risk weight associated with
the underlying of the derivative position, which in this example is 100% for publicly-
traded equity holdings. The total risk-weighted assets related to the maximum
notional amount underlying the derivative positions are hence RWAunderlying = 100 *
250% = %250.

Third, we would calculate the counterparty credit risk associated with the derivative
contract. If we do not know the replacement cost related to the futures contract, we
would approximate it by the maximum notional amount, ie 100 and also calculate
the add-on by applying a 15% conversion factor, resulting in an exposure amount of
¥115. Assuming the futures contract is cleared through a qualifying CCP, a risk
weight of 2% applies, so that RWAccr =115 * 2% = %2.3. There is no CVA charge
assessed since the futures contract is cleared through a central counterparty.

The RWA of the fund is hence obtained by adding RWAon-batance, RWAunderlying and
RWACccR, ie ¥502.3.

Leverage adjustment

The RWA (%502.3) shall be divided by the total assets of the fund (2100) resulting
in an average risk weight of 502.3%. The average risk-weight is then scaled up by
a factor of 1.1 to reflect financial leverage = 502.3%*1.1 = 552.53%. Finally, as the
bank invested ¥18.18 in the equity of the fund, its total RWAs associated with its
equity investment amount to ¥18.18 * 552.53% = %¥100.45
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3. Calculation of the leverage adjustment

Consider a fund with assets of 2100 that invests in corporate debt. Assume that
the fund is highly levered with equity of ¥5 and debt of *95. Such a fund would have
financial leverage of 100/5=20.

Consider the following two cases:
Case 1: Fund specialises in low-rated corporate debt

Assets
Cash 10
A+ to A- bonds %20

BBB+ to BBB- bonds % 30
Below BBB- bonds 240

The average risk weight of the fund is (R10*0% + %20*50% + %30*100% +
%40%150%)/R100 = 100%. The financial leverage of 20 would result in a risk weight
of 2000% for the banks’ investment in this highly levered fund, however, this is
capped at a conservative risk weight of 1111% (equivalent to full capital deduction).

Case 2: Fund specialises in high-rated corporate debt

Assets

Cash X5
AAA to AAA-bonds R 75
A+ to A- bonds %20

The average risk weight of the fund is (35*0% + %75*20% + ¥20%*50%)/Z100 = 25%.
The financial leverage of 20 results in a risk weight of 500%. The above example
illustrates that the rate at which the 1111% cap is reached depends on the
underlying riskiness of the portfolio (as judged by the average risk weight) as
captured by Basel Il Standardised Approach risk weights or the IRB methods.
Therefore, for a “risky” portfolio (100% average risk weight), the 1111% limit is
reached fairly quickly with a leverage of 11.1x, while for a “low risk” portfolio (25%
average risk weight) this limit is reached at a leverage of 44.44x
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	CHAPTER I – PRELIMINARY
	1 Introduction
	2 Powers Exercised and Commencement
	2.1 In exercise of the powers conferred by the Sections 21 and 35A of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, the Reserve Bank of India (hereinafter called the ‘Reserve Bank’ or RBI) being satisfied that it is necessary and expedient in the public interest ...
	2.2 These instructions shall come into effect from April 01, 2027.

	3 Scope
	4 Definitions
	4.1 In these instructions, unless the context otherwise requires, the terms herein shall bear the meanings assigned to them below:
	a) “Capital market exposure” shall be as defined in ‘Master Circular – Exposure Norms’ dated July 1, 2015, as amended from time to time.
	b) “Commercial Real Estate exposure” means an exposure that is not a residential real estate exposure.
	c) “Commitment” with reference to a bank’s off-balance sheet items means any contractual arrangement that has been offered by the bank and accepted by its counterparty to extend credit, purchase assets or issue credit substitutes. It includes any such...
	d) “Commodities finance” means short-term lending to finance reserves, inventories, or receivables of exchange-traded commodities (eg crude oil, metals, or crops), where the loan shall be repaid from the proceeds of the sale of the commodity and the b...
	e) “Consumer Credit” is as defined in Banking Statistics I (Harmonised Definitions) on the RBI’s website.
	f) ‘Counterparty banks’ mean other Commercial banks, Urban Co-operative banks, Rural Co-operative banks and All India Financial Institutions (AIFIs) on which a bank takes exposures.
	g) “Equity exposures” mean equity of the issuer and exposures as defined in Appendix 1 to this circular.
	h) “General Preferential treatment” means exposures to banks with an original maturity of three months or less, as well as exposures to banks that arise from the movement of goods across national borders with an original maturity of six months or less...
	i) “Loan to Value (LTV)” ratio means the ratio of the outstanding loan amount, including any accrued and unrealised interest, to the value of the collateral security calculated in terms of paragraphs 16.1.2 and 16.1.3 of these guidelines.
	j) “Local Government Bodies” mean institutions of the local self-governance, which look after the local planning, development and administration of a specified area or community such as villages, towns, or cities.
	k) “Member lending Institutions (MLIs)” shall have the same meaning as defined in relevant credit guarantee schemes of the Government of India.
	l) “Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises” (MSMEs) mean the enterprises as defined in the MSMED Act, 2006 and the amendments, if any, carried out therein by the Government of India from time to time.
	m) “Multilateral Development Bank (MDB)” means an institution, created by a group of countries that provides financing and professional advice for economic and social development projects. MDBs have large sovereign memberships and may include both dev...
	n) “Non-performing assets (NPAs)” shall be as defined in ‘Master Circular on Prudential Norms on Income Recognition, Asset Classification and Provisioning pertaining to Advances’ dated April 01, 2025, as amended from time to time.
	o) “Object finance” means the method of funding the acquisition of equipment (eg ships, aircraft, satellites, railcars, and fleets) where the repayment of the loan is dependent on the cash flows generated by the specific assets that have been financed...
	p) “Operational phase” means the phase in which the project has attained date of commencement of commercial operation (DCCO), and the borrower entity has (i) a positive net cash flow that is sufficient to cover any remaining contractual obligation, an...
	q) “Other Capital Instruments” mean capital instruments issued by the investee entity which are not included in Equity exposures as defined in sl. no. (g) above.
	r) “Personal loans” is as defined in Banking Statistics I (Harmonised Definitions) on the RBI’s website.
	s) “Pre-operational phase” of a project means the phase before the operational phase.
	t) “Project finance” means the method of funding in which the lender looks primarily to the revenues generated by a single project, both as the source of repayment and as security for the loan. This type of financing is usually for large, complex and ...
	u) “Real Estate” means an immovable property that is land, including agricultural land and forest, or anything treated as attached to land, in particular buildings, in contrast to being treated as movable property.
	v) “Residential Real Estate exposure” means an exposure that is secured by a property that has the nature of a dwelling and satisfies all applicable laws and regulations enabling the property to be occupied for housing purposes. Indicative examples of...
	w) “Specialised lending exposure” for the purpose of risk weights means a lending which possesses some or all of the following characteristics, either in legal form or economic substance:
	x) “Speculative unlisted equity exposures” mean equity investments in unlisted companies that are invested for short-term resale purposes or are considered venture capital or similar investments which are subject to price volatility and are acquired i...
	y) “Subordinate Debt” means debt instruments of the issuer which are subordinate in claim to the senior debt.
	z) “Transactors” mean obligors in relation to facilities such as credit cards and charge cards where the balance has been repaid in full at each scheduled repayment date for the previous 12 months. Obligors in relation to overdraft facilities would al...
	4.2 All other expressions, unless defined herein, shall have the same meaning as have been assigned to them under the Banking Regulation Act,1949 or the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 or any statutory modification or re-enactment thereto or as used i...

	CHAPTER II – GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
	5 General
	5.1 Under the standardised approach (SA), credit exposures shall be risk weighted either as per the risk weights prescribed for specific categories of exposures or as per the ratings assigned by eligible credit rating agencies (ECRAs0F ), as stipulate...
	5.2 Risk weights prescribed under this regulation shall be without prejudice to any action that the Reserve Bank may take relating to specific exposures on account of macroprudential considerations, if any.

	6 Due diligence requirements
	6.1 Banks shall perform due diligence to ensure that they have an adequate understanding, at origination and thereafter on a regular basis (at least annually), of the risk profile and characteristics of their counterparties. For exposures to entities ...
	6.2 Banks shall perform due diligence to ensure that the external ratings appropriately and conservatively reflect the creditworthiness of the counterparties. The sophistication of the due diligence shall be appropriate to the size and complexity of b...
	6.3 Due diligence analysis must never result in the application of a risk weight lower than the applicable base risk weight as per the external credit rating agencies.
	6.4 In order to reduce subjectivity in decision making on due diligence criteria, banks shall put in place an internal Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) comprising internal policies, processes, systems and controls to ensure that the appropriate risk...
	6.5 Probability of Default (PD) may serve as an appropriate reference to align the assigned risk weights with the underlying credit risk. Comparison of the internally assessed PD for the exposure and the PD of the bank loan rating assigned by the cred...

	CHAPTER III – EXPOSURE CLASSES AND RISK WEIGHTS
	7 Exposures to Domestic Sovereigns
	7.1 Both fund based and non-fund-based claims on the central government shall attract a zero per cent (0%) risk weight. Central Government guaranteed claims shall also attract a zero per cent (0%) risk weight.
	7.2 Direct loan / credit / overdraft exposure, if any, of banks to the State Governments and investments in State Government securities shall attract zero per cent (0%) risk weight. However, claims guaranteed by the State Governments shall attract 20 ...
	7.3 The risk weight applicable to claims on central government exposures shall also apply to the claims on the Reserve Bank of India and DICGC.
	7.4 For credit facilities extended under schemes guaranteed by Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE), Credit Risk Guarantee Fund Trust for Low Income Housing (CRGFTLIH) and individual schemes under National Credit Guaran...
	7.5 Further, subject to the aforementioned prescriptions at paragraph 7.4 (i) to (iii) above, any future scheme launched under any of the aforementioned Trust Funds, in order to be eligible for zero percent (0%) risk weight, shall provide for settleme...
	7.6 The claims on Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (ECGC) shall attract a risk weight of 20 per cent.
	7.7 The above risk weights for both direct claims and guaranteed claims shall be applicable as long as they are classified as ‘standard’ / performing assets. Where such Central Government guaranteed exposures are classified as non-performing, they sha...
	7.8 The risk weights prescribed under paragraphs 7.1 to 7.6 shall be applied if such exposures are denominated in Indian Rupees and also funded in Indian Rupees.

	8 Exposures to Foreign Sovereigns and Foreign Central Banks
	8.1 Exposures to foreign sovereigns and foreign central banks shall attract risk weights as per the ratings assigned3F  to those sovereigns / sovereign claims and Central Bank/ Central Bank claims by international rating agencies as follows:
	8.2 If a foreign jurisdiction has exercised its national discretion to allow its banks to risk weight their domestic currency exposures to their sovereign and central bank lower than what is accorded as per the external ratings in Table 1, provided th...

	9 Exposures to Public Sector Entities (PSEs)
	9.1  Exposures to domestic public sector entities and local government bodies shall be risk weighted in a manner similar to claims on Corporates as per section 12. Such exposure shall, however, be subject to the restrictions on bank lending to Governm...
	9.2 Exposures to foreign PSEs shall be risk weighted as per the rating assigned by the international rating agencies as under:

	10 Exposures to MDBs, BIS and IMF
	10.1 Exposures to the Bank for International Settlements (BIS), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the following eligible Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) evaluated by the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (BCBS) shall be assigned a u...
	10.2 The BCBS shall continue to evaluate the eligibility of the above listed MDBs on a case-by-case basis. The list of eligible MDBs is given in paragraph 10.1 above. RBI shall update the list of eligible MDBs, as and when required. MDBs not covered i...
	10.3 Exposures to all other MDBs shall be risk weighted as per the rating assigned by the international rating agencies as under:

	11 Exposures to Banks
	11.1 External Credit Risk Assessment Approach (ECRA)
	11.1.1 Banks shall assign to their rated bank exposures, the “base” risk weights based on the external ratings according to Table 4. Banks must apply Standardised Credit Risk Assessment Approach (SCRA) for their unrated bank exposures, in accordance w...
	11.1.2 Banks must perform due diligence to ensure that the external ratings appropriately and conservatively reflect the creditworthiness of the counterparty banks. If due diligence analysis carried out by the bank reflects higher risk characteristics...
	11.1.3 Exposures to banks with an original maturity of three months or less, as well as exposures to banks that arise from the movement of goods across national borders with an original maturity of six months or less5F , can be assigned a risk weight ...

	11.2 Standardised Credit Risk Assessment Approach (SCRA)
	11.2.1 Under SCRA, a bank is required to classify unrated exposures, other than those deducted from its capital, to banks incorporated in India or outside and the branches of foreign banks in India, into one of the three risk weight buckets viz., Grad...
	11.2.2 The bucketing criteria for Regional Rural Banks, Local Area Banks and Co-operative Banks (UCBs and RCBs) shall be based on the level of CRAR, as CCB and leverage ratio are not applicable for such banks. If the minimum CRAR level is met, the ban...
	11.2.3 The bucketing criteria for AIFIs shall be based on level of CRAR, leverage ratio and audit opinion as CCB is not applicable for such entities. If the minimum CRAR level and leverage ratio are met and the AIFI does not have adverse audit opinion...
	11.2.4 The risk weights for claims on unrated banks as per SCRA are as under:
	11.2.5 Exposures to banks with an original maturity of three months or less, as well as exposures to banks that arise from the movement of goods across national borders with an original maturity of six months or less7F , can be assigned a risk weight ...
	11.2.6 In the case of banks where no capital adequacy norms have been prescribed, the lending / investing bank may calculate the CRAR of the bank concerned, notionally, by obtaining necessary information from the investee bank, using the capital adequ...
	11.2.7 The exposures of the Indian branches of foreign banks, guaranteed / counter-guaranteed by the overseas Head Offices or the bank’s branch in another country, shall amount to a claim on the parent foreign bank, and shall also attract the risk wei...
	11.2.8 To reflect transfer and convertibility risk under the SCRA, a risk-weight floor based on the risk weight applicable to exposures to the sovereign of the country where the bank counterparty is incorporated shall be applied to the risk weight ass...


	12 Exposures to Corporates
	12.1   Scope:
	12.1.1 Exposures to corporates9F  include exposures (loans, bonds, receivables, etc.) to incorporated entities, associations, partnerships, Limited Liability Partnerships (LLPs), proprietorships, trusts, funds and other entities with similar character...
	12.1.2 The corporate exposure class includes exposures to securities firms, primary dealers, NBFCs, insurance companies and other financial institutions not covered under section 11. The corporate exposure class shall not include exposures to individu...

	12.2 The corporate exposure class differentiates between the following subcategories:
	12.3 General Corporate Exposures
	12.3.1 Exposures to corporates shall be assigned risk weights as per the “base” risk weights in Tables 6-7 below, adjusted for the one-year probability of default for each rating category published by the respective ECRAs, as specified in Chapter IV o...
	12.3.2 If due diligence analysis carried out by the bank reflects higher risk characteristics than that implied by the external rating bucket, the bank may assign a risk weight at least one bucket higher than the risk weight determined by the external...
	12.3.3 Exposures to Corporates secured by real estate shall be risk weighted as prescribed for real estate exposure class in section 16.

	12.4 Specialised Lending Exposures
	12.4.2 Specialised lending exposures for which an issue-specific external rating is not available shall be risk weighted as per the Table below:
	12.4.3 Project Finance: For the purpose of risk-weighting, projects shall be classified under: (i) Pre-operational phase, or (ii) Operational phase. During the operational phase, a project that is able to meet its financial commitments in a timely man...


	13 Exposures to Subordinated debt, equity and other capital instruments
	13.1 Scope: Exposures for this section shall include subordinate debt, equity and other regulatory capital instrument issued by counterparty banks and corporates. Corporates for this purpose are as defined in section 12. Exposures shall exclude instru...
	13.2 The following risk weights shall be applicable for such exposures:

	14 Retail Exposures
	14.1 Claims (including both fund-based and non-fund based) that meet all the four criteria listed below in paragraph 14.2 shall be considered as retail claims for regulatory capital purposes and included in a regulatory retail portfolio. Claims includ...
	14.2 Qualifying Criteria for regulatory retail portfolio
	14.3 The following claims, both fund-based and non-fund-based, shall be excluded from the regulatory retail portfolio:
	14.4 For the purpose of ascertaining compliance with the absolute threshold, exposure shall mean sanctioned limit or the actual outstanding, whichever is higher, for all fund based and non-fund based facilities, including all forms of off-balance shee...
	14.5 The risk weight assigned to the retail portfolio would be evaluated with reference to the default experience for these exposures. As part of the supervisory review process, an assessment would be made on whether the credit quality of regulatory r...
	14.6 “Other retail” exposures not meeting the criteria of regulatory retail portfolio in paragraph 14.2 shall be risk-weighted as prescribed in section 19 under Specified Categories.

	15 Exposure to Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
	15.1 For the purpose of these guidelines, exposures to corporate that are classified as MSME shall be risk weighted as per paragraph 15.2. If the MSME is part of a group and if the reported annual sales for the consolidated group of which the MSME is ...
	15.2 Risk weight for exposures to MSMEs shall be as follows:
	15.3 The Reserve Bank may increase the standard risk weight for unrated MSME claims where a higher risk weight is warranted by the overall default experience. As part of the supervisory review process, the Reserve Bank would also consider whether the ...

	16 Real Estate Exposures
	16.1 General Conditions: Real estate exposures of a bank shall be subject to the following general conditions:
	16.1.1 Underwriting Policies: For exposures that qualify for real estate exposure asset class, banks shall put in place underwriting policies with respect to the granting of mortgage loans that include the assessment of the ability of the borrower to ...
	16.1.2 LTV ratio: LTV ratio shall be computed as a percentage of ‘total loan outstanding’ in the numerator and the ‘realisable value’ of the residential property mortgaged to the bank in the denominator. For this purpose, the ‘total loan outstanding’ ...
	16.1.3 For computing loan to value (LTV) ratio, the value of the property shall be reckoned at the value measured at origination unless the value of the property has been revised downwards (as per the bank’s policy on periodic valuation of the propert...
	16.1.4 Value of the property: Banks shall put in place a policy for valuation of properties accepted as security for their exposures. The valuation shall be appraised independently12F  using prudently conservative valuation criteria. To ensure that th...
	16.1.5 The bank is expected to monitor the value of the collateral at least once in three years as per its policy. More frequent monitoring is suggested where the market is subject to significant changes in conditions. Statistical methods of evaluatio...
	16.1.6 Application of credit risk mitigation: A guarantee or financial collateral may be recognised as a credit risk mitigant in relation to exposures secured by real estate if it qualifies as eligible collateral under the credit risk mitigation frame...

	16.2 The real estate exposure asset class shall consist of:
	16.3 Housing loans to individuals shall be for construction or acquisition of housing units and shall consist of the following exposures:
	a) loans to individuals for purchase of land for construction of residential property;
	b) loans to individuals secured by under-construction residential property on their existing plot of land;
	c) loans to the individual members of registered associations or co-operative housing societies for construction of residential houses for the members as per the bye-laws of the society under the relevant Act;
	d) loans to individuals for purchase of under-construction dwelling units in: (i) projects registered with a relevant Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) under the Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act 2016, or (ii) other projects where reg...
	e) loans to individuals for acquisition of ready-built dwelling units.
	16.3.1 Real estate exposure shall also meet the following criteria:
	16.3.2 Risk weights

	Commercial Real Estate Exposures – Acquisition, Development and Construction – CRE (ADC)
	16.4 Loans to commercial entities (including proprietorship firms and HUFs) for acquisition (wherever permitted) and development of land, and/or construction of commercial or residential real estate projects where the repayment is dependent on the und...
	16.4.1 Such loans for construction of residential complexes or integrated projects (residential plus commercial) having at least 90 per cent Floor Space Index for residential real estate, and which meet the following criteria, shall be sub-classified ...
	16.4.2 Risk Weights: The following RWs shall be applicable on CRE(ADC) exposures:

	16.5 All other loans not categories as either housing loans to individuals or CRE-ADC shall be classified under this category, including loans to commercial entities (including proprietorship firms and HUFs) against the security of existing real estat...
	16.5.1 Apart from qualifying for General Conditions for real estate exposures, such loans shall also be underwritten for the purposes for which they are granted.
	16.5.2 Risk weights: The following RWs shall be applicable on such loans:

	16.6 Investments in mortgage backed securities (MBS) backed by exposures secured by residential property or commercial real estate shall be governed by ‘Master Direction– Reserve Bank of India (Securitisation of Standard Assets) Directions, 2021’ date...

	17 Non-Performing Assets (NPAs)
	17.1 The unsecured portion of NPA (other than qualifying residential real estate exposure which is addressed in paragraph 17.4), net of specific provisions (including partial write-offs), shall be risk-weighted as follows:
	17.2 For the purpose of computing the level of specific provisions in NPAs for deciding the risk-weighting, all funded NPA exposures of a single counterparty (without netting the value of the eligible collateral) should be reckoned in the denominator.
	17.3 For the purpose of defining the secured portion of the NPA, eligible collateral shall be the same as recognised for credit risk mitigation purposes (paragraph 36.6). Hence, other forms of collateral like land, buildings, plant, machinery, current...
	17.4 Residential real estate exposures where repayments do not materially depend on cash flows generated by the property securing the loan which are NPA shall be risk weighted at 100 per cent net of specific provisions and partial write-offs.

	18 Equity Investments in Funds
	18.1 This section prescribes computation of risk weighted assets (RWAs) for a bank’s investments in pooled funds such as Alternative Equity Fund (AIF), Hedge Fund, Fund of Funds, Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs), Infrastructure Investment Trusts ...
	18.2 The look-through approach (LTA)
	18.2.1 This is the most granular and risk-sensitive approach. It requires a bank to identify the underlying exposures of the investee fund and risk weight those exposures by notionally treating them in its own books. This approach must be used when th...
	18.2.2 To satisfy condition (ii) above, the investee fund must report its financials and make necessary disclosures about its underlying assets at equal or higher periodicity than the investing bank, and such disclosures must be granular enough to ena...
	18.2.3 Under the LTA, investing banks must risk weight all underlying exposures of the investee fund as if those exposures were directly held by it in its own books. This prescription shall be applicable, inter alia, on any underlying exposure of the ...
	18.2.4 Banks may rely on third-party calculations for determining the risk weights associated with their equity investments in funds (ie. the underlying risk weights of the exposures of the fund) if they do not have adequate data or information to per...

	18.3 The mandate-based approach (MBA)
	18.3.1 The second approach, the MBA, provides a method for calculating regulatory capital that can be used when the conditions (ii) and (iii) of paragraph 18.2.1 for applying the LTA are not met.
	18.3.2 Under the MBA, investing banks may use the information contained in a investee fund's mandate or in the regulations issued by the concerned financial sector regulator governing such investment funds.21F  To ensure that all underlying risks are ...

	18.4 The fall-back approach (FBA)
	Where neither the LTA nor the MBA is feasible, banks shall apply the FBA. Under FBA the bank’s equity investment in the investee fund shall be subject to full capital deduction from CET1 capital.

	18.5 Equity exposure to funds that invest in other funds (Fund of Funds)
	When a bank has equity exposure to Fund of Funds (FoF), then it shall first identify the underlying exposures of its own investee fund to different other funds, either using the LTA or the MBA. In the second step, it can determine the risk weights for...

	18.6 Computation of RWA for Equity Exposures in Fund
	18.6.1 For determining the capital requirement for its equity exposures in funds under the LTA and MBA, a bank shall apply a leverage adjustment to the average risk weight of the fund (Avg RWfund). In this context, Leverage (Lvg) is defined as the rat...
	18.6.2 The leverage adjustment, i.e., the product of Lvg and Avg RWfund, is subject to a cap of risk weight equivalent to full capital deduction.
	18.6.3 Using Avg RWfund and taking into account the leverage of a fund (Lvg), the risk-weighted assets for a bank’s equity investment in a fund can be represented as follows:

	18.7 Partial use of an approach

	19 Specified Categories
	19.1 Personal loans (excluding education loans meeting the regulatory retail criteria and transactor credit card receivables, housing loans, vehicle loans, microfinance loans), shall attract a risk weight of 125 per cent.  Credit card receivables othe...
	19.2 As gold and gold jewellery are eligible financial collateral, the exposure in respect of personal loans secured by gold and gold jewellery shall be worked out under the comprehensive approach as per chapter V. The ‘exposure value after risk mitig...
	19.3 Advances classified as ‘Capital market exposures’ other than direct equity exposures as specified under section 13 above, shall attract a 125 per cent risk weight or risk weight warranted by external rating (or lack of it) of the counterparty, wh...

	20 Unhedged Foreign Currency Exposure
	20.1 Unhedged foreign currency exposures of entities27F   shall attract incremental capital requirements for bank exposures to entities with unhedged foreign currency exposures (i.e. over and above the present capital requirements) as per the instruct...
	20.2 For unhedged ‘retail and residential real estate exposures’ to individuals where the lending currency differs from the currency of the borrower’s source of income, banks shall apply a 1.5 times multiplier to the applicable risk weight, subject to...

	21 Other Assets
	21.1 Loans and advances to bank’s own staff which are fully covered by superannuation benefits and/or mortgage of flat/ house shall attract a 20 per cent risk weight. Since flat / house is not an eligible collateral and since banks normally recover th...
	21.2 Other loans and advances to bank’s own staff shall be eligible for inclusion under regulatory retail portfolio and shall therefore attract a 75 per cent risk weight.
	21.3 A 20 per cent risk weight shall apply to cash items in the process of collection.
	21.4 A zero per cent risk weight shall apply to
	21.5 All other assets shall attract a uniform risk weight of 100 per cent.

	22 Off-Balance Sheet Items
	22.1 General
	22.2 The credit conversion factors for non-market related off-balance sheet transactions are as under:
	22.3 In cases of non-market related off-balance sheet items, the following transactions with non-bank counterparties shall be treated as claims on banks:
	22.4 In all the above cases banks should be fully satisfied that the risk exposure is in fact on the other bank. If they are satisfied that the exposure is on the other bank they may assign these exposures the risk weight applicable to banks as detail...
	22.5 Issue of Irrevocable Payment Commitment by banks to various Stock Exchanges on behalf of Mutual Funds and FPIs is a financial guarantee with a Credit Conversion Factor (CCF) of 100 per cent. However, under T+236F  settlement cycle (T being the tr...
	22.6 For classification of bank guarantees viz. direct credit substitutes and transaction-related contingent items etc. (sl. no. 1 and 7 of Table 12 above), the following principles should be kept in view for the application of CCFs:

	23 Capital Adequacy Requirement for Securitisation Exposures
	23.1  The treatment of securitisation exposures for capital adequacy has been specified in the ‘Master Direction– Reserve Bank of India (Securitisation of Standard Assets) Directions, 2021’ dated September 24, 2021. As specified under clause 4 of Mast...
	23.2 For transactions undertaken before issuance of the afore mentioned directions, i.e., prior to September 24, 2021, the treatment of securitisation exposures for capital adequacy would be as per the guidelines issued vide circular ‘Guidelines on Se...

	CHAPTER IV – EXTERNAL CREDIT ASSESSMENTS
	24 Eligible Credit Rating Agencies (ECRA)
	24.1 Reserve Bank undertakes annual accreditation for identifying the eligible credit rating agencies, whose ratings shall be used by banks for assigning risk weights for credit risk. Wherever the facility provided by the bank possesses rating assigne...
	24.2 Banks are permitted to use the ratings of the following domestic credit rating agencies (arranged in alphabetical order), subject to periodic review by the Reserve Bank, for the purposes of risk weighting their claims for capital adequacy purposes:
	24.3 The banks shall use the ratings of the following international credit rating agencies (arranged in alphabetical order) for the purposes of risk weighting their claims on non-resident entities for capital adequacy purposes:

	25 Scope of Application of External Ratings
	25.1 Banks should use the chosen credit rating agencies and their ratings consistently for each type of claim, for both risk weighting and risk management purposes. Banks will not be allowed to “cherry pick” the assessments provided by different credi...
	25.2 Banks must disclose the names of the credit rating agencies that they use for the risk weighting of their assets, the risk weights associated with the particular rating grades as determined by Reserve Bank through the mapping process for each eli...
	25.3 To be eligible for risk-weighting purposes, the external credit assessment must take into account and reflect the entire amount of credit risk exposure the bank has with regard to all payments owed to it. For example, if a bank is owed both princ...
	25.4 To be eligible for risk weighting purposes, the rating should be in force and confirmed from the monthly bulletin of the concerned rating agency. The rating agency should have reviewed the rating at least once during the previous 15 months.
	25.5 An eligible credit assessment must be publicly available. In other words, a rating must be published in an accessible form and included in the external credit rating agency’s transition matrix. Consequently, ratings that are made available only t...
	25.6 For assets in the bank’s portfolio that have contractual maturity of less than or equal to one year, short term ratings accorded by the chosen credit rating agencies would be relevant. For other assets which have a contractual maturity of more th...
	25.7 Cash credit exposures tend to be generally rolled over and also tend to be drawn on an average for a major portion of the sanctioned limits. Hence, even though a cash credit exposure may be sanctioned for a period of one year or less, these expos...
	25.8 External ratings for one entity within a corporate group cannot be used to risk-weight other entities within the same group.

	26 Mapping Process
	27 Long Term Ratings
	27.1 On the basis of the above factors as well as the data made available by the rating agencies, the ratings issued by the chosen domestic credit rating agencies have been mapped to the appropriate risk weights applicable as per the Standardised appr...
	27.2 Where “+” or “-” notation is attached to the rating, the corresponding main rating category risk weight should be used. For example, A+ or A- shall be considered to be in the A rating category and assigned 50 per cent risk weight
	27.3 If an issuer has a long-term exposure with an external long term rating that warrants a risk weight of 150 per cent, all unrated claims on the same counter-party, whether short-term or long-term, should also receive a 150 per cent risk weight, un...
	27.4 Domestic CRAs shall publish a one-year PD for each rating category. If the reported PD by the CRA for a rating category is within or below the range specified in Table 14 below, the rating category may be assigned the Base RW provided in Table 13...

	28 Short Term Ratings
	28.1 For risk-weighting purposes, short-term ratings are deemed to be issue- specific. They can only be used to derive risk weights for exposures arising from the rated facility. They cannot be generalised to other short-term exposures, except under t...
	28.2 Notwithstanding the above restriction on using an issue specific short term rating for other short term exposures, the following broad principles shall apply:
	28.2.1 If a short-term rated facility to counterparty attracts a 20 per cent or a 50 per cent risk-weight, unrated short-term claims to the same counter-party cannot attract a risk weight lower than 30 per cent or 100 per cent respectively.
	28.2.2 Similarly, if an issuer has a short-term exposure with an external short term rating that warrants a risk weight of 150 per cent, all unrated claims on the same counter-party, whether long-term or short-term, should also receive a 150 per cent ...

	28.3 In respect of the issue specific short term ratings the following risk weight mapping shall be adopted by banks:
	28.4 Where “+” or “-” notation is attached to the rating, the corresponding main rating category risk weight should be used for A2 and below, unless specified otherwise. For example, A2+ or A2- shall be considered to be in the A2 rating category and a...
	28.5 In cases where short-term ratings are available, the following interaction with the general preferential treatment for short-term exposures to banks as described in paragraph 11.1.3 shall apply:
	28.6 The above risk weight mapping of both long term and short term ratings of the chosen domestic rating agencies shall be reviewed annually by the Reserve Bank.

	29 Use of Unsolicited Ratings
	30 Use of Multiple Rating Assessments
	31 Applicability of ‘Issue Rating’ to issuer/ other claims
	31.1 Where a bank invests in a particular issue that has an issue specific rating by a chosen credit rating agency the risk weight of the exposure shall be based on this assessment. Where the bank’s exposure is not an investment in a specific rated is...
	31.2 If the conditions indicated in paragraph 31.1 above are not satisfied, the rating applicable to the specific debt cannot be used. This also applies to the claims on NABARD/SIDBI/NHB/MUDRA on account of deposits placed in lieu of shortfall in achi...
	31.3 Where unrated exposures are risk weighted based on the rating of an equivalent exposure to that borrower, the general rule is that foreign currency ratings shall be used only for exposures in foreign currency. Domestic currency ratings, if separa...

	CHAPTER V - CREDIT RISK MITIGATION
	32 General Principles
	32.1 Banks use a number of techniques to mitigate the credit risks to which they are exposed. For example, exposures may be collateralised in whole or in part by cash or securities, deposits from the same counterparty, guarantee of a third party, etc....
	32.2 The general principles applicable to use of credit risk mitigation techniques are as under:

	33 Legal Certainty
	34 Maturity Mismatch
	34.1 For the purpose of calculating risk-weighted assets, a maturity mismatch occurs when the residual maturity of collateral is less than that of the underlying exposure. Where there is a maturity mismatch and the CRM has an original maturity of less...
	34.2 In case of loans collateralised by the bank’s own deposits, even if the tenor of such deposits is less than three months or deposits have maturity mismatch vis-à-vis the tenor of the loan, the provisions of paragraph 34.1 regarding derecognition ...
	34.3 Definition of Maturity
	34.4 Risk Weights for Maturity Mismatches
	34.5 When there is a maturity mismatch with recognised credit risk mitigants (collateral, on-balance sheet netting and guarantees) the following adjustment will be applied:

	35 Currency Mismatches
	35.1 Where the credit protection is denominated in a currency different from that in which the exposure is denominated – i.e., there is a currency mismatch – the amount of the exposure deemed to be protected will be reduced by the application of a hai...
	35.2 Banks using the supervisory haircuts will apply a haircut for a 10-business day holding period (assuming daily marking to market) of eight per cent for currency mismatch. This haircut must be scaled up using the square root of time formula, depen...

	36 Collateralised Transactions
	36.1 A Collateralised Transaction is one in which:
	i) banks have a credit exposure and that credit exposure is hedged in whole or in part by collateral posted by a counterparty or by a third party on behalf of the counterparty. Here, “counterparty” is used to denote a party to whom a bank has an on- o...
	ii) banks have a specific lien on the collateral and the requirements of legal certainty are met.
	36.2 Overall framework and minimum conditions
	36.2.1 The framework allows banks to adopt either the simple approach, which substitutes the risk weighting of the collateral for the risk weighting of the counterparty for the collateralised portion of the exposure (generally subject to a 20 per cent...

	36.3 A capital requirement shall be applied to a bank on either side of the collateralised transaction: for example, both repos and reverse repos shall be subject to capital requirements. Likewise, both sides of securities lending and borrowing transa...
	36.4 Where a bank, acting as an agent, arranges, a SFT (ie., repurchase/ reverse repurchase and securities lending/ borrowing transactions) between a customer and a third party and provides a guarantee to the customer that the third party shall perfor...
	36.5 The Comprehensive Approach
	36.5.1 In the comprehensive approach, when taking collateral, banks will need to calculate their adjusted exposure to a counterparty for capital adequacy purposes in order to take account of the risk mitigating effects of that collateral. Banks are re...
	36.5.2 Additionally, where the exposure and collateral are held in different currencies an additional downwards adjustment must be made to the volatility adjusted collateral amount to take account of possible future fluctuations in exchange rates.
	36.5.3 Where the volatility-adjusted exposure amount is greater than the volatility-adjusted collateral amount (including any further adjustment for foreign exchange risk), banks shall calculate their risk-weighted assets as the difference between the...

	36.6 Eligible Financial Collateral
	36.7 Calculation of capital requirement:
	36.7.1 For a collateralised transaction, the exposure amount after risk mitigation is calculated as follows:
	36.7.2 In the case of maturity mismatches, the value of the collateral received (collateral amount) must be adjusted in accordance with section 34.
	36.7.3 The exposure amount after risk mitigation (i.e., E*) will be multiplied by the risk weight of the counterparty to obtain the risk-weighted asset amount for the collateralised transaction. Illustrative examples calculating the effect of Credit R...

	36.8 Haircuts

	37 Credit Risk Mitigation Techniques – On-Balance Sheet Netting
	38 Credit Risk Mitigation Techniques – Guarantees
	38.1 Where guarantees are direct, explicit, irrevocable and unconditional banks may take account of such credit protection in calculating capital requirements.
	38.2 A range of guarantors are recognised and a substitution approach will be applied. Thus, only guarantees issued by entities with a lower risk weight than the counterparty will lead to reduced capital charges since the protected portion of the coun...
	38.3 Detailed operational requirements for guarantees eligible for being treated as a CRM are as under:
	38.4 Operational requirements for Guarantees
	38.4.1 If conditions set below are met, banks can substitute the risk weight of the counterparty with the risk weight of the guarantor.
	38.4.2 A guarantee (counter-guarantee) must represent a direct claim on the protection provider and must be explicitly referenced to specific exposures or a pool of exposures, so that the extent of the cover is clearly defined and incontrovertible. Th...
	38.4.3 In the case of maturity mismatches, the amount of credit protection that is provided must be adjusted in accordance with section 34.
	38.4.4 All exposures will be risk weighted after taking into account risk mitigation available in the form of guarantees. When a guaranteed exposure is classified as non-performing, the guarantee will cease to be a credit risk mitigant and no adjustme...
	38.4.5 Additional operational requirements for guarantees

	38.5 Range of Eligible Guarantors (Counter-Guarantors)
	38.6 Risk Weights
	38.6.1 The protected portion is assigned the risk weight of the protection provider. Exposures covered by State Government guarantees shall attract a risk weight of 20 per cent. The uncovered portion of the exposure is assigned the risk weight of the ...
	38.6.2 Materiality thresholds on payments below which the protection provider is exempt from payment in the event of loss are equivalent to retained first-loss positions. The portion of the exposure that is below a materiality threshold shall be subje...
	38.6.3 As per paragraph 7.13 of ‘Large Exposures Framework’ dated June 03, 2019, any CRM instrument from which CRM benefits like shifting of exposure/ risk weights etc. are not derived may not be counted as an exposure on the CRM provider. In case of ...

	38.7 Proportional Cover
	38.8 Tranched Cover
	Where the bank transfers a portion of the risk of an exposure in one or more tranches to a protection seller or sellers and retains some level of the risk of the loan, and the risk transferred and the risk retained are of different seniority, banks ma...
	38.9 Sovereign Guarantees and Counter-Guarantees
	38.10 ECGC Guaranteed Exposures:
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